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DONALD C. BARNES 


President Engineers Public Service Company, who plans 
consolidation of three subsidiaries to effect operating 


economies and pave the way for expansion of facilities 
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ee years ago, not even a king could have 
commanded the luxuries which surround 
plain Mr. Jones today. He summons music from 
the air. With a touch of his finger he brings light 
whenever it is needed. Even the air he breathes 
may be purified by the touch of science. 

Why can Jones, with his modest income, live 
in such luxury? Because of the work of research 
engineers, chemists, and metallurgists, of course. 
And—just as important—déecause you who pur- 
chase electric equipment have bought wisely. 

For you have given much of your business to 


manufacturers who have the facilities and the 


GENERAL 


personnel to do effective research. This has made 
it possible for those manufacturers to keep scien- 
tists constantly at the task of making better 
equipment. And, because you have passed along 
to your customers the savings from the use of 
this better equipment, you have brought low- 
cost power to industry and made mass produc- 


tion possible. 


The wealth of plain Mr. Jones is a tribute to th: 
co-operation which exists between wise buyer 
and progressive manufacturers. For it is cel 
tainly wise buying which brings you not onl) 
today’s best product but the speediest way 


better pre ducts tomorrow. 
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Engineers Public Service Plans 


to Merge Three Gulf Coast Units 


Gulf States Utilities to absorb Baton Rouge Electric and Louisiana 
Steam — President Barnes sees operating economies — Cut in rates 
planned — Additional capacity to be installed at Louisiana unit plant 


A plan for the consolidation of 
properties of three subsidiaries in the 
Gulf Coast area has been filed by 
the Engineers Public Service Com- 
pany with the Federal Power Com- 
mission and the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. The proposed 
consolidation will result in the forma- 
tion of a stronger financial unit, 
thereby facilitating the raising of 
funds for construction and _permit- 
ting economies in operation, accord- 
ing to Donald C. Barnes. president. 

It is planned to consolidate Gulf 
States Utilities Company, Baton Rouge 
Electric Company and Louisiana Steam 
Generating Corporation. These three 
companies have combined assets in 
excess of $57,000,000. The program 
is part of simplification of the system 
into integrated units as required by 
the utility act. Engineers Public 
Service and its two subsidiary holding 
companies recently filed registration 
with the SEC under the act. 


Plan plant addition 


Mr. Barnes stated that a substantial 
Program of construction is under way 
for each of the three companies to be 
consolidated into Gulf States Utilities. 
This program includes a $2,500,000 
addition to the generating facilities of 
Gulf States Utilities at Beaumont, 
which will be completed this summer, 
and a $4,700,000 addition to the plant 


of Louisiana Steam, which has been 
recently started. 

Last October the Louisiana unit an- 
nounced plans for installation of a 
500,000-lb.-per-hour steam boiler at 
650 lb. pressure and a 25,000-kva. 
turbo-generator unit. Under certain 
operating conditions, when the steam 
goes through the condenser, the unit is 
capable of 25,000 kw., and when the 
steam bleeds into the line the unit is 
capable of 15,000 kw. The cost of 
this addition was approximately $2.- 
700,000. 

Since the announcement last Octo- 
ber the Louisiana concern has gained 
additional steam and power loads neces- 
sitating the installation of a like unit 
at a cost of approximately $2,000,000. 


Plan rate cut 


A reduction in rates will be made 
in connection with the consolidation of 
the three Gulf Coast area companies 
in anticipation of the expected econ- 
omies, Mr. Barnes said. It is pro- 
posed that the Gulf States company 
assume the outstanding bonds of Baton 
Rouge Electric as underlying issues 
and offer the preferred-stock holders 
of this company the choice of an ex- 
change for Gulf States preferred or the 
redemption price of $110 a share. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Barnes 
that since the charter of Gulf States 
Utilities does not permit it to engage 
in a transportation business, it is 
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planned to transfer the bus business of 
Baton Rouge Electric to a new corpo- 
ration which will be organized to con- 
tinue this operation. The new con- 
cern will be a direct subsidiary of 
Engineers Public Service. 

In commenting on the recent regis- 
tration of Engineers Public Service, 
Mr. Barnes said that when he was 
discussing registration with the SEC 
he found the commission very con- 
siderate of the problems of the utilities 
and was cordial in its relationship. Mr. 
Barnes expressed the belief that the 
SEC would move cautiously in carry- 
ing out the provisions of the utility 
act as the commission is carefully 
considering every provision with the 
aim of preserving investments. He 
praised the co-operative spirit of the 
commission. 


Maine Utility to Open 
Hydro-Electric Plant 


Cumberland County Power & Light 
expects to put into operation shortly its 
new hydro-electric plant on the Saco 
River, Saco, Me. Known as the “Cat- 
aract” station, it contains a 9,500-kva., 
70 per cent power-factor (for reactive 
regulation) General Electric generator 
driven on a vertical shaft by a 9,000-hp. 
Kaplan type S. Morgan Smith water- 
wheel under a 44-ft. normal head at 
164 r.p.m. 

A gravity section concrete dam 90 
ft. long on rock foundations, a motor- 
driven spillway gate 20 ft. wide, two 
head and two tail gates feature the 
layout. The tail gates enable repairs 
and inspection to be made regardless 
of the stage of tidewater on the down- 
stream side of the plant. 

The New England Public Service 


Company acted as consultant on the 
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job, which also includes a_ control 
house just above the plant and a 14, 
000-kva. outdoor substation for tyins 
the plant into the local dist~il.ution 
system and the company’s -.-kv. and 
38-kv. transmission circuits. 


Berry’s TVA Marble 
Considered Worthless 


Marble properties of Senator George 
L. Berry of Tennessee and his asso- 
ciates in the TVA Norris Dam area 
were considered “commercially worth- 
less” by a three-member federal com- 
mission this week. 

The commission, appointed by Fed- 
eral Judge George Taylor, stated that 
“we are unable to conclude from the 
record and the physical facts that the 
properties are of value.” 

During recent condemnation pro- 
ceedings the Berry interests produced 
evidence to show that the claims had 
a value ranging from $87,000,000 to 
not less than $5,000,000. Dr. Arthur 
E. Morgan, TVA chairman, testified 
in the condemnation proceedings last 
December that he believed that the 
Berry interests had bought mineral 
and marble leases in the Norris area 
with “intent to defraud the govern- 
ment.” Dr. Morgan also testified that 
the other two TVA directors, David E. 
Lilienthal and Harcourt A. Morgan, 
agreed to conciliate the claims when 
they had reports from experts that the 
properties were worthless. 

These charges were denied by the 
two directors and Dr. Morgan stated 
that should there be a Congressional 
investigation he would be ready to tes- 
tify further and have more to say. 


Niagara League Lighting 
Plan Nets 1,500,000 Watts 


A total of 1,500,000 watts of light- 
ing were installed in the lighting 
modernization activity of the Elec- 
trical League of the Niagara Frontier 
as a result of its recent fall lighting 
contest, according to Samuel S. Vine- 
berg, manager-secretary. Figures do 
not include new lighting _installa- 
tions, which were ineligible in the 
contest. 

The contest, the third in as many 
years, had five divisions: Industrial 
and commercial lighting for league 
member employees; contractor-dealer 
division; home lighting and _indus- 
trial, commercial and sign lighting 
divisions for power company employees 
only. As a part of its industrial light- 
ing activity, the league used a booklet, 
“Electrical Facts for Factories,” which 
emphasized and _ illustrated various 
phases of industrial modernization. 
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Knoxville Reopens Negotiations 


for Purchase of Utility Property 


Basis for settlement of power differences between TVA and utilities 
appears a possibility as a result of conference — Tennessee utility 
once reached agreement to sell facilities for $6,088,000 


Development of a formula for set- 
tling the power policy differences be- 
tween the TVA and utilities operating 
in the Tennessee Valley area appears 
possible as a result of conferences held 
this week by officials of the Tennessee 
Public Service Company, the TVA and 
the city of Knoxville. 

The conference this week marked 
the reopening of negotiations for the 
sale of the utility properties in Knox- 
ville to the city, which would pave the 
way for distribution of TVA power. 
Mayor W. W. Mynatt declared that the 
city had renewed its offer to buy the 
properties of the utility. 


Sees problems settled 


David E. Lilienthal, TVA power di- 
rector, who is taking an active part in 
the negotiations, stated last week that 
the “willingness of the management of 
Tennessee Public Service to meet with 
representatives of public agencies on a 
constructive, practical basis is encour- 
aging. If the same open-minded atti- 
tude and willingness to negotiate is 
manifested generally, a comprehensive 
and long-term adjustment, fair to all 
interests, can be worked out in the 
next ninety days, covering the entire 
TVA situation.” 

Observers were hopeful that these 
conferences would produce more re- 
sults than the ones in the past with 
utilities when offers to negotiate and 
arbitrate differences faded out. No ac- 
tion as yet has been taken on the offer 
of Commonwealth & Southern to sell 
all its properties, as systems, in the 
TVA area. 

Knoxville was one of the first cities 
seen as a possible TVA _ customer. 
Under the stimulus of a PWA loan 
and grant the city voters in November, 
1933, authorized the construction of 
their own electric distribution system. 
A plan was put forth to purchase 
Tennessee Public Service properties. 
On July 17, 1934, it was announced 
that the city would pay $6,088,000 for 
the properties, that the Waterville- 
Kingsport transmission line from Caro- 
lina Power & Light power sources 
would be sold to American Gas & Elec- 
tric for $1,292,000. The Tennessee 
utility would retain the street car and 
bus properties and the current assets, 
which included $1,700,000 in cash. 

On this basis it was agreed that the 


$7,000,000 of outstanding bonds would 
be redeemed at the original offering 
price of 9614 and that the $780,000 of 
Knoxville traction bond issue would be 
redeemed at par. The remainder of 
assets, $1,545,000 in cash, was left for 
preferred-stock holders, plus ownership 
of the traction properties. The com- 
pany, the TVA, the city and the 
security holders agreed to the proposal, 
but shortly before the option expired a 
minority group opposed the proposition 
and the deal was never consummated. 
TVA now has a line to Knoxville 
and the city has available PWA funds 
to start construction of its own dis- 
tribution systems. It is hoped that an 
agreement on the purchase of the 
utility properties can be reached, 
obviating the necessity of building a 
duplicate distribution system. 


REA Appropriation 
Raised $10,000,000 


In approving the independent offices 
appropriation bill carrying funds for 
the fiscal year beginning next July 1 
the Senate last week increased the 
amount granted to the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration for construc- 
tion loans from $30,000,000 to $40,- 
000,000. The bill was then sent to a 
conference committee to reconcile dif- 
ferences between the Senate-approved 
measure and that already passed by 
the House. 

The increase in funds for REA was 
proposed by Senator Norris, who stated 
that this agency now has applications 
on file for loans totaling more than 
$90,000,000 over and above funds now 
on hand. In addition to the $10,000,- 
000 increase in loan funds, the Senate 
raised the sum granted for admin- 
istrative expenses from $1,587,000 to 
$1,650,000. 


Referendum Hearing Set 


The Ohio Supreme Court has set 
April 12 for hearing of the case of 
C. W. Portmann against Massillon 
City Council for a writ to compel the 
fixing of a date for a referendum on 
the city’s ten-year ordinance contract 
with the Ohio Public Service Com- 
pany. 
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SEC Is Faced With New Problem 


as Cities Service Asks Exemption 


Parent company declares its principal business is oil and natural gas, 
with utility operations only incidental — Two utility subsidiaries file 
with commission registration under terms of utility act 


The application of Cities Service 
Company for exemption from the pro- 
visions of the utility act presents a ma- 
jor problem for the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission in the interpreta- 
tion of those provisions which allow 
exemption in cases where utility opera- 
tions are only incidental. 

While registering two of its sub- 
sidiaries, Cities Service Power & Light 
Company and Federal Light & Traction 
Company, Cities Service asked exemp- 
tion from the utility act on the basis 
that its primary business was oil and 
natural gas production. The SEC ruling 
in this instance will constitute an im- 
portant precedent. 


Subsidiaries register 


This week three subsidiaries of Cities 
Service Power & Light registered with 
the SEC. They were East Tennessee 
Light & Power of Bristol, Toledo Light 
& Power of Jersey City and Central 
Arkansas Public Service Corporation 
of New York. 

Consolidated Cities Light, Power & 
Traction and Dominion Gas Company, 
both of Jersey City, have applied for 
exemption from the act. The companies 
are subsidiaries of Cities Service, 
which also has applied for exemption. 

The SEC has given no public re 
action to the Cities Service application. 
The utility act gives the SEC discre- 
tion to exempt from registration those 
companies which are only incidentally 





in the utility business, but whose pri- 
mary field lies in other businesses. 

Cities Service has long held the view 
that it is not primarily a public utility 
holding company. Approximately 70 
per cent of its investment is outside 
the public utility business as defined 
by the act. Gross operating revenues 
of the system, on a consolidated basis, 
for 1936 showed $103,769,966 from 
crude and refined oils, $37,383,563 from 
natural gas, $45,703,841 from elec- 
tricity, $2,280,894 from manufactured 
gas, $1,455,221 from railway and bus, 
$1,387,810 from heating, ice and water 
and $1,612,615 from real estate rentals. 
Thus, revenue from electricity consti- 
tuted only 2.36 per cent of the $193,- 
593,911 total revenue from all opera- 
tions. 

The parent company also contends 
that it owns only approximately 51 per 
cent of voting stock of Cities Service 
Power & Light and Federal Light & 
Traction. Because its utility holdings 
constitute such a small portion of its 
total assets, Cities Service on previous 
occasions has contended that it is an 
industrial concern rather than a public 
utility. 


Needs regulation freedom 


SEC Chairman Douglas said that 
Cities Service in its application for 
exemption stated that it expected to 
apply for an order of the commission 
declaring that Cities Service Power & 


Light and its subsidiaries are not sub- 
sidiaries of the parent company, as de- 
fined by the act. 

Cities Service further contended that 
it is a matter of “vital importance to 
all investors in its securities that it be 
able to continue to conduct its business 
with the same freedom from regulation 
as is enjoyed by its competitors. 

“The successful conduct of these 
businesses,” the company contended, 
“requires prompt action on large and 
important matters and the subjecting 
of the applicant to any of the provisions 
of the act would severely handicap the 
conduction of the non-utility business 
and its capacity to realize the adequate 
earnings therefrom which are the chief 
source of revenue required to assure 
the continued success of the applicant’s 
business.” 

So far the utility companies regis- 
tered under the act constitute 44 per 
cent of the assets of the industry. Com- 
monwealth & Southern, United Gas 
Improvement, United Corporation, As- 
sociated Gas & Electric and the Elec- 
tric Bond & Share group, including 
American Gas & Electric, have not as 


yet registered. 
* 


Tax Measures Continued 


The bill continuing the 2 per cent 
state tax on gross receipts of utilities 
has been approved by the New York 
Legislature, as has also the measure 
permitting cities to levy a 1 per cent 
tax on the gross receipts of utilities. 
Both bills have gone to Governor 
Lehman for signature. 

. 


Protest Commission Charges 


Five steam heating and electric com- 
panies have voiced protest against the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis- 
sion assessments totaling $6.717 for 


STUDY HOME SERVICE—More than 250 home economists and utility representatives attended the second annual National Home 
Service and Kitchen Planning Conference sponsored by Westinghouse recently at its merchandising division, Mansfield, Ohio. 
I. W. Clark. manager of the Kitchen Planning section, directed the conference, which discussed phases of home service work 
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costs of investigations, which covered 
salaries and expenses of commission 
employees assigned to utility inquiries 
during the five-month period ending 
October 31 and were issued under au- 
thority of the 1937 public service com- 
pany regulatory law permitting billings 
up to 1 per cent of gross revenues. 
These and fourteen other utilities were 
billed February 1 for a total of $75,753 
for particular investigations during the 
same period, 
. 


Consolidated Edison 
Taxes Show 9% Rise 


Taxes paid by Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York, Inc., and affil- 
iated companies, probably the highest 
taxed major utility in the country, 
amounted to $49,312,587 in 1937, an 
all-time high, and an increase of almost 
9 per cent over 1936. according to the 
annual report. 

Operating taxes of the system in 
1937 were equivalent to about 21 cents 
out of each dollar of revenue derived 
from sales of service. (National aver- 
age is about 15 cents.) In terms of the 
average number of meters served—elec- 
tric, gas and steam—they were equiva- 
lent to approximately $14 a meter. Ac- 
cording to the report, while the oper- 
ating revenues of the system are some 
9 per cent of the light and power in- 
dustry of the country, its operating 
taxes are nearly 14 per cent of the 
industry total. Finally, “if the com- 
pany had been tax free and the taxes 
for 1937 had been applied against the 
bills of one group of electric cus- 
tomers, the residential group, their 
bills could have been reduced 82 per 
cent,” the report says. 

Consolidated net income of the sys- 
tem in 1937 was $35,662,563, against 
$37,398,870 in 1936, a decrease of 5 
per cent. Sales of electricity in 1937 
were 5,605,309,888 kw.-hr., an increase 
of 9 per cent over 1936; because of 
rate reductions, however, electric rev- 
enues were up only 2 per cent over 
1936, totaling $183,358,732. Encourag- 
ing gains were shown by the residen- 
tial electric business, gaining 10 per 
cent in kilowatt-hours and 4 per cent 
in dollars. 





Storm Fells Utility Poles 


Damage of more than $200.000 was 
estimated conservatively as a result of 
the recent storm in northern Ohio, 
crippling communication systems and 
damaging utility properties extensively. 
W. E. Hildebrand, Lake Erie Power & 
Light Company. said approximately 
1,200 utility poles were felled with 
total damage at $100,000. 
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Ohio Edison Radio Program Aids 
Dealers In Sales of Appliances 


Unique broadcasts on health and beauty hints catches fancy of 
housewife as lead to sales talk on use of electrical appliances — Retail 
outlets declare program made public electricity conscious 


Many an old trick was given a new 
angle with a fine public appeal by 
Ohio Edison Company in its appliance 
promotional activities during the past 
year and as a result thousands of elec- 
trical appliances were added to the 
company’s lines. The entire drive was 
centered around a radio program which 
attracted the attention of the house- 
wife with the appeal of charm and 
beauty predominating every broadcast. 

Early last year George A. Webber, 
advertising manager of Ohio Edison, 
introduced the new sales program de- 
signed specifically for women. A 
manual on “Hints to Health, Beauty 
and Charm,” dealing with care of the 
skin, hands, teeth, hair and general 
health, was published. There were 68 
illustrated exercises as well as calorie 
and vitamin charts, weight-gaining and 
reducing suggestions. Sales messages 
explaining electrical labor-saving ap- 
pliances featured each page. 


Use of appliances 


When the radio program started mes- 
sages of wide interest to homemakers 
were given and this was followed by 
talks on the use of electrical appli- 
ances. Each program referred to the 
manual, which could be obtained from 
the company or local electrical dealers. 
The program, presented over the Akron 
station, attracted wide attention. It 
clicked from the start and soon dealers 
in the territory found that it had strong 
sales appeal. Many found that with 
the radio program in progress appli- 
ance sales were easier to make and 
sales figures were increasing. 

In order to stimulate sales of par- 
ticular appliances an electric range 
contest was started. Each manufac- 
turer selling ranges in the territory 
was advised that should he care to 
donate an electric range as a prize 
the program would feature his particu- 
lar make and call attention to the 
dealers in the territory. Ohio Edison 
duplicated the cost of the range in 
newspaper advertising. 


Ranges as prizes 


Four manufacturers gave away elec- 
tric ranges in the Akron division as 
= 7 e 
prizes on the essays of “I would like 
to have an electric range because .. . ” 
contest. This contest also stimulated 
dealer sales of ranges and gained addi- 


tional dealer support. Dealers were 
quick to attest that the utility radio 
program had enabled them to make 
sales. 

So successful was the program in 
Akron that the company has started 
it in the Youngstown division and will 
probably introduce it in the Springfield 
and other divisions. 

Mr. Webber stated that dealers and 
department stores were gratified with 
the results of the program for it had 
enabled them to increase sales. 


Stores praise program 


L. P. Smith of the Akron Sears, 
Roebuck & Company store stated that 
“we have sold more electric ranges 
since your program has been on the 
air than this store had previously sold 
in one and one-half years time.” Mr. 
Smith added that “I am convinced that 
these sales would not have been pos- 
sible if the public had not been ac- 
quainted with the merits of electric 
ranges through your program, which 
has made the public electric conscious.” 

A. J. Springer of Best Furniture. 
Inc.. stated that electrical appliance 
sales showed a tremendous increase. 
“We attribute a great deal of this suc- 
cess in replacing other types of cook- 
ery with electric ranges due to the fact 
that you have so conscientiously pub- 
licized electric cookery over the radio 
and newspaper advertising, and also the 
electric cookery school.” 

Letters from other retail outlets as 
well as from those who received copies 
of the booklet attested to the stimu- 
lation of the use of electrical appli- 


ances. 
* 


Endows Heating Fellowship 


Stanford University’s board of trus- 
tees has announced the establishment 
of the W. Wesley Hicks graduate fel- 
lowship for the study of electric house 
heating through a gift by the Wesix 
Electric Heater Company of San Fran 
cisco. Carrying an annual emolument 
of $1,000, the fellowship is for the 
purpose of studying load factor. de- 
mand factor and other _ technical 
phases of electric house heating. It 
will be administered by the engineer 
ing division under the direction of 
Dr. F. E. Terman of the department 
of electrical engineering. 
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Industrial West, Inc., Includes 
Private and Public Utility Men 


California non-profit organization plans to promote Western indus- 
trialization — Utilities contribute $100,000 of $1,300,000 funds — 


Group will make exhaustive survey of Western industrial resources 


The possibility of harmonizing 
mutual interests through the coopera- 
tion of public and private power advo- 
cates is seen in the formation of Indus- 
trial West, Inc., a non-profit California 
corporation, which includes both private 
and municipal electric utility officials 
among its directors. 

Financed with almost $1,300,000, in- 
cluding a 34-cent-per-meter contribu- 
tion from both private and public utili- 
ties, the group plans to promote West- 
ern industrialization, with the expecta- 
tion that by 1941 this region will ac- 
count for 25 per cent of the nation’s 
generating capacity. 

With George W. Malone as consult- 
ing engineer-manager, the corporation 
will undertake an exhaustive survey of 
Western industrial resources, results of 
which will be used to assemble a large 
relief map of the eleven Western states, 
the map to be displayed at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition next 
year. 

Utilities have contributed $100,000; 
for this, they will get, in addition to 
the relief map, a printed report, for 
general distribution, of the data to be 
gathered from mining bureaus, power 
companies, lumber companies, colleges, 
economists, etc. Other contributors 
include the State of California, with 
$265,000, and the federal government, 
with $925,000. 


Among the eleven directors are: R. 
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E. Fisher, vice-president of Pacific Gas 
& Electric Company, H. E. Bauer, presi- 
dent of Southern California Edison 
Company, Ltd., and E. F. Scattergood, 
general manager of the Los Angeles 
Bureau of Power & Light. 


Sets Election Date 
on Power District 


A test of the public power move- 
ment in Oregon in connection with a 
completed Bonneville Dam will come 
April 8, when voters in portions of 
Clackamas, Washington, Columbia, 
Yamhill, Clatsop, Polk and Lincoln 
counties will vote on the proposed or- 
ganization of a people’s utility district. 
This election is for the purpose of or- 
ganization only and does not involve at 
this time any bond issue. There are 
ten existing electric utilities within the 
proposed district. 

Sponsors of the district submitted 
to the state Hydro-Electric Commis- 
sion hypothetical plans for two projects, 
project A costing $6,001,000 and pro- 
viding distribution systems within mu- 
nicipalities and 2,855 miles of rural 
lines to serve 3,931 potential rural 
customers not now served, and project 
B, costing $6,426,000, to serve all po- 
tential customers within the district 
with 472 more miles of line; total cost, 


$12,427,000 to serve 5,543 additional 





SALES CONFERENCE—More than 200 visitors representing Utah Power & Light 
sales force recently met at Salt Lake City for a two-day conference. 
tenter-d on sales, problems of home service, dealer relations. 
is seventh from right on front row and President G. M. Gadsby is fifth from right 


Discussions 
Sales Manager Huckins 


customers. Kevenue was estimated as 
follows: From existing systems, $2,- 
219,224; project A, $2,269,479; project 
B, $2,308,725. The report pointed out 
that if the proposed systems were built 
they would parallel largely existing 
facilities and the revenue in the area 
would be divided between existing util- 
ities and district so that the district’s 
income would be materially lower than 
the estimate for the two projects. 

In addressing a Chamber of Com- 
merce luncheon at Salem recently 
Franklin T. Griffith, president of the 
Portland General Electric Company, 
questioned the soundness of arguments 
in favor of the proposed seven-county 
district. He said Portland General 
Electric stands ready to distribute Bon- 
neville power to the public through its 
lines and to pass on to the consumers 
all savings resulting from utilization 
of the energy. 


Utah Power & Light 
Holds Sales Meeting 


The electric utility industry has pre- 
ceded the national administration in its 
advocating recession preventives, G. M. 
Gadsby, president of Utah Power & 
Light Company, told more than three 
hundred sales representatives at the 
recent sales conference of the company. 
The industry measures up in every 
respect to standards the government 
asks of all industry for the restoration 
of prosperity, he declared. 

Mr. Gadsby said that a survey of 
Utah Power & Light’s recent history 
reveals: 


1. It has constantly lowered prices until 
the average home cost today is 30 per cent 
below 1929. 

2. It has stabilized employment and in- 
creased wages for operating employees as 
compared with 1929. 

3. It has each year assumed a heavier 
tax load, the 1937 tax being 15 per cent 
higher than 1929. 

4. It has contributed to the general 
welfare and the improvement in living 
standards by increasing the use of elec- 
tricity in the home 84 per cent since 
1929. 

5. It is contributing nearly two million 
dollars a year for materials and supplies, 
thereby indirectly stabilizing employment 
in many other industries. 


It was brought out at the conference 
that 90 per cent of the farms with 
dwellings valued at more than $500 in 
the territory served are now electrified. 
Another point was that load mortality 
in the industrial field may be reduced 
30 per cent by scientific application of 
selective selling. 

The conference was highly suc- 
cessful and covered a wide field of 
sales discussions and_ load-building 


topics from prominent speakers in the 
different fields. 
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Pacific Coast Storm 


Wrecks Utility Lines 


The electric system of Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company suffered extensive 
damage during the recent rainstorms 
and high wind in the California central 
valleys. More than 5,000 miles of ur- 
ban distribution and 2,250 miles of 
transmission lines were temporarily put 
out of commission. However, by fast 
work of a crew of 2,500 workers the 
company was able to maintain service 
with a majority of brief interruptions. 

The southern end of the San Joaquin 
Valley was struck first, then the winds 
swept through to the end of the Sacra- 
mento Valley. Continual rains had so 
saturated the ground that thousands of 
trees in both city and rural areas were 
dragged out by the roots, with many 
falling into electric circuits. 

Several steel transmission towers 
were blown down and others twisted 
and bent. Wooden pole lines also suf- 
fered damage. A great number of 
poles were either snapped off or torn 
out of the ground. 

In order to repair the damage trucks, 
tractors, pole-raising derricks, barges, 
launches, tugs and rowboats were mus- 
tered into service. Many employees 
worked in ice-cold water up to their 
waists, while others labored in mud. 

Near Woodland, in Yolo County, four 
150-ft. masts carrying 60,000-volt wires 
across a drainage canal were blown 
down. At Rio Vista, Solano County, 


four large steel transmission towers 
were overturned. At Nicolaus, Sutter 
County, three steel towers were bent to 
the ground. 
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The city of Sacramento has been 
famed for the number of beautiful trees 
which lined its streets. More than 500 
were uprooted and hurled into the 
streets, many of them bringing down 
distribution lines. The company’s line 
crews in the city and several from neigh- 
boring cities worked for a week to 
repair the damage. 


Reaffirms Current Prices 


American Steel & Wire Company re- 
affirms current base prices on rods, 
wire, wire products and cold-rolled 
strip for the second quarter with the 
exception of commodity cold-rolled 
strip, which is reduced $2 per ton. 


Take Action on Dividends 


Directors of the Wagner Electric 
Corporation have declared a dividend 
of 25 cents per share on the com- 
mon stock, par $15, payable March 
21 to holders of record March 1. 
This compares with $1.25 paid on 
December 20, last. 

Ohio Brass Company has declared 
dividends of 25 cents a share each on 
the class A and class B common 
stocks, compared to dividends of 75 
cents a share each paid in each of 
the four quarters of 1937. 

Directors of Cutler-Hammer, Inc., 
took no action on the quarterly divi- 
dend, announcing that “uncertainty of 
business conditions” led to the decision. 
The company paid a year-end dividend 
of 25 cents on the stock on Decem- 
ber 15. 


STORM HITS UTILITY—Fallen trees, 
toppled power lines and disrupted utility 
service were left in the wake of the recent 
storm which hit the California Coast. 
Pacific Gas & Electric had a crew of 2,500 
workers in the field repairing damage 
lines and did a fine job of maintaining 
service 


Electric Equipment 
Contracts Awarded 


Secretary of Interior Ickes has an- 
nounced the award of a contract coy- 
ering construction of a _ 12,000-kva. 
generator for the Seminoe Dam power 
plant to Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Company on its bid of $102,575. At 
the same time the department an- 
nounced the award of contracts cov- 
ering a 15,000-hp. turbine and a gov- 
ernor to Pelton Water Wheel Company 
of San Francisco on its bids of $64,854 
and $11,015, respectively. 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company has been awarded a contract by 
the Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, Colo., 
for main and auxiliary control equipment 
and for load and frequency control appa- 
ratus at $54,194, for installation in the 
Boulder power plant, Boulder Canyon 
project. An award for auxiliary power 
control equipment for generators A-6 and 
A-7 at the same station, has been made to 
the Cutler-Hammer Company at $18,182. 

Moloney Electric Company has secured 
a contract from the Los Angeles Water 
and Power Commission for a quantity of 
distribution and small power transformers 
at price of $393,571, without oil. 

American Bridge Company, New York, 
has been awarded a contract by TVA 
for 210 steel towers for new 154-kv. trans- 
mission line from Watts Bar to Alcoa, 
Tenn., at price of $113,169, divided into 
towers of four different types, of which 
160 of one type will be furnished at 
$78,707; 40 towers of type known as B-2, 
at $26,071; eight towers, type C-2, at 
$6,629; and two type D-2 towers, at 
$1,760. 

Memphis Light and Water Division, 
Memphis, Tenn., has awarded contract to 
Consolidated Contractors, Inc., Memphis, 
for the erection of structures and installa- 
tion of mechanical equipment for power 
substation “E” of the new municipal elec- 
trical system. The price at which contract 
has been Tet has not been officially an- 
nounced; the work was estimated to cost 
$126,000. 

City Council, New Ulm, Minn., has 
awarded contract to the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company for 
new turbo-generator unit for installation 
in municipal power plant, where expansion 
will be carried out, at a price of $75,700. 
Award for a surface condenser of 3,800 
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sq.ft. has been made to the Worthington 
Pump & Machinery Corporation at $18,820. 
Ralph D. Thomas, Minneapolis, Minn., is 
consulting engineer. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company has submitted a low bid at 
$112,000 for a 5,000 kw. turbo-generator 
unit and accessory apparatus for instal- 
lation in municipal power plant at Hagers- 
town, Md., and is scheduled to secure 
award at early date. 


Nevada Gives Terms 
for Boulder Pact 


Nevada’s Colorado River commission 
has announced terms under which it 
will approve proposed amendments to 
the Colorado River act concerning sale 
and distribution of Boulder Dam power 
and the allotment of power revenue to 
states. 

Taking issue with proposals of south- 
ern California power purchasers, State 
Engineer A. M. Smith said the Nevada 
delegation in Congress would be asked 
to advocate a $300,000 annual guar- 
antee to Nevada and Arizona from 
power revenues, with payments start- 
ing July 1, 1937, and continuing for 
50 years. The proposal, however, is 
subject to ratification by the legislatures 
of the two states. 

In the event the legislatures refuse 
to approve the proposal the Nevada 
commission asks that the present law 
giving Nevada and Arizona each 1834 
per cent of net revenue from power 
operations be continued until 1945, 
when a minimum of $1,000,000 would 
be set aside for distribution among 
the states and Nevada and Arizona 
would each receive 1834 per cent. The 
commission also recommended _ that 
the rates paid for power by the states 
be the same as the rates paid by the 
southern California power interests, 
based on the average rate paid by 
contractors for firm and _ secondary 
power. 

e 


Utility Expansion Awaits 
Government Encouragement 


Senator Copeland of New York told 
the Senate last week that the utility 
industry was prepared to spend $4,- 
000,000,000 on expansion and replace- 
ments if “proper encouragement” were 
given by the government. Speaking on 
the relief bill, Senator Copeland said: 
“If there could be some assurance that 
legitimate business properly regulated 
would be uninterfered with, we would 
not need this money. If we could have 
that assurance, we would have pros- 
perity, and that almost immediately.” 
He said leaders of the electrical indus- 
try had told him the time was ripe for 
an “amazing” expansion if business 
confidence could be restored. 
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California Program 
of Highway Lighting 
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An experimental highway lighting 
program is being inaugurated by Cali- 
fornia’s State Division of Highways as 
an accident prevention measure. Just 
being completed is a 1.5-mile section 
of the northern approach to the 
Golden Gate Bridge, where fog con- 
ditions and grades create a_ serious 
hazard. 

Tapered steel standards, staggered 
at 150 and 200-ft. intervals, are 
equipped with 10,000-lumen General 
Electric sodium-vapor units, energy be- 
ing supplied from overhead distribu- 
tion carried on tops of the standards. 
Steel and concrete standards are used 
on a second installation, which is be- 
ing made on a 3.5-mile section of the 
Bayshore highway south of San Fran- 
cisco. Three different types of sodi- 
um-vapor units have been selected for 
this project. 

While some 34 sodium-vapor instal- 
lations have been made during the 
past two years at hazardous under- 
passes and highway intersections, this 
is the first time that any extensive 
lighting installations have been under- 
taken by the highway division with 
gas tax money. 

+ 


A.L.E.E. ‘Requirements 


More stringent requirements for 
transfer to the grade of fellow have 
been approved by the board of directors 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. These have been circulated 
for membership balloting in the form 
of amendments to the constitution of 
the Institute. Upon their ratification 
it will be necessary for applicants for 
fellow standing to have been affiliated 
as members for at least five years im- 
mediately preceding. The announced 


intention is to restrict the highest grade 
more definitely to those who have shown 
a real interest in the advancement of 
their profession through a period of 
affiliation with professional society ac- 
tivities. 

2 


Court Terms Clarke 


Deal “Fraudulent” 


Federal Judge William H. Holly at 
a recent hearing in Chicago described 
as “fraudulent” transactions by which 
Harley L. Clarke, formerly president 
of Utilities Power & Light Corporation, 
obtained $2,000,000 in cash from a sub- 
sidiary of the company. At the same 
time the court ruled Atlas Corpora- 
tion, holder of a major interest in the 
affairs of the parent company, was 
entitled to vote 100,000 shares of the 
common stock of Utilities Power & 
Light at the coming meeting of stock- 
holders. Judge Holly appointed Jay 
S. Hartt of Madison, Wis., consulting 
engineer and public utility valuation 
expert, trustee for Utilities Power & 
Light to succeed the late Willoughby 
G. Walling. He set April 21 for hear- 
ing on the reorganization plan under 
Section 77B of the bankruptcy act. 

In the meantime Federal Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy in New York ordered sub- 
poenas to be issued requiring Winthrop 
P. Aldrich, chairman of Chase National 
Bank, and others to appear for exam- 
ination in connection with the com- 
pany’s reorganization. The examina- 
tion will cover the circumstances of 
issuance of a $3,000,000 note by Util- 
ities Power & Light Securities Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Utilities Power 
& Light. 


Add Appropriation 
for Gilbertsville 


Opponents of TVA in the Senate 
were defeated last week as Administra- 
tion forces inserted a $2,763,000 ap- 
propriation in the independent offices 
bill to start construction of the $112,- 
000,000 TVA dam at Gilbertsville, Ky. 

Since the appropriation item was not 
contained in the bill as it was passed 
in the House the bill went back to that 
body for action on the changes. 

Opposing the appropriation, Senator 
Clark of Missouri declared that high 
Administration leaders regarded “ap- 
propriations for flood control in other 
sections of the country as a raid on the 
Treasury and appropriations in the 
TVA as a national advantage.” 

Senator Barkley, who defended the 
appropriation, said that the dam would 
mean “flood control, navigation and, 
incidentally, power” for the Tennessee 
Valley area. 
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School Authorities 
Score I.E.S. Report 


School building authorities are 
taking issue with the recent recom- 
mendations of the Illuminating En- 
gineering Society for increasing mini- 
mum classroom lighting standards by 
200 per cent. The school experts, 
represented in the National Council 
on Schoolhouse Construction, declare 
that no scientific research or evidence 
exists which would validate such an 
increase. 

The engineering society’s proposals 
received wide notice last month when 
a survey by Dr. I. H. Goldberger, 
assistant director of health education 
for the New York Board of Educa- 
tion, disclosed that three-quarters of 
the city’s classrooms on average dark 
days failed to receive the recom- 
mended 15-ft.-candle light intensity 
for minimum standard set up by the 
society as essential for proper class- 
room lighting. 

Leo Loomis, chief of the electrical 
division of the Board of Education’s 
Bureau of Construction and Main- 
tenance, stated that acceptance of the 
engineering society's proposals would 
mean an annual increase of $1,000,- 
000 in the city’s school lighting bill. 
Further expenses of $1,500,000 would 
be entailed for wiring, new bulbs and 


fixtures. 
© 


Northwest Electric Group 
to Hold Annual Meeting 


Utility commercial men and elec- 
trical manufacturers and jobbers of 
the Pacific Northwest will gather at 
Medford, Ore., March 16-18 for the 
thirteenth annual conference of the 
business development section of the 
Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association. 

The meeti: g will open with a gen- 
eral session at which the keynote will 
be sounded by industry leaders from 
the association territory and outside, 
including W. C. Mainwaring, B. C. 
Electric Railway Company, president 
of the association, and George C. Ten- 
ney, editor of Electrical West. Five 
separate conferences will then be held 
devoted to home modernization work; 
home service work, including lighting; 
commercial and industrial power, in- 
cluding commercial cooking, air con- 
ditioning and lighting; rural load 
building, and advertising. 


Management Pact Approved 
New Jersey Board of Public Utility 


Commissioners has approved a contract 
for the supplying of management and 
engineering services to the Atlantic 
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City Electric Company by the Amer- 
can Gas & Electric Service Corpora- 
tion, but it restricted charges for 
management to 34% per cent of the 
operating expenses of Atlantic City 
Electric. 

* 


Probes Publicity Methods 


Wisconsin Public Service Commis- 
sion has issued a general order to 840 
electric, telephone, gas and water 
utilities providing for an investigation 
of all advertising and publicity as well 
as of any memberships held by them 
in clubs, associations and civic or 
trade organizations. The utilities are 
requested to answer a questionnaire 
under oath and to return it within 30 
days. 


eelings 


American Society for Testing Materials— 


Regional meeting, Seneca Hotel, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., March 9. Committee Week, 
Seneca Hotel, Rochester, March T-11. 
R. E. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa 


Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation—Annual conference, business de- 
velopment section, Medford, Ore., March 
16-18. Annual meeting, engineering and 
operation section, Vancouver, B. C., April 
20-23. Berkeley Snow, executive secre- 
tary, 707 Spaulding Bldg., Portland, Ore. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Sales 
and rural service conference, Kansas City, 
Mo., March 17-18. Engineering confer- 
ence, Omaha, Neb., April 7-8. I. D. Petti- 
grew, assistant director, 1527 Sharp 
Building, Lincoln, Neb. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual 
meeting, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., March 21-22. Kate A. Niblack, 
acting secretary, Oklahoma Utilities As- 
sociation, 625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Okla- 
homa City. 


Edison Electric Institute—Sales committee, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, II1., 
March 28-31. Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 


Midwest Power Conference—La Salle Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill., April 18-15. L. E. Grinter, 
Dean, Graduate Division, Armour Insti- 
tute of Technology, Chicago, Il. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual 
convention, Hotel Astor, New York, April 
19-21. Julien H. Harvey, executive vice- 

oo 60 East 42nd Street, New York, 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 
Annual convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., April 20-22. Jesse Blythe, 
assistant secretary, Merchants Bank 
Bldg., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Edgewater Gulf Hotel, Biloxi, 
Miss., April 21-23. John Talley, execu- 
tive secretary, 308 Haas-Howell Building, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Electrochemical Society Spring meeting, 
Savannah, Ga., April 27-30. Dr. Colin G. 
Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 
New York, N. Y. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers— 
Annual spring conference, Baltimore, Md., 
April 28-29. Brent Wiley, managing di- 
rector, Empire Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Utility Workers Asked 
to Aid to Cut Costs 


General reduction in wages will not 
be made at this time, despite a serious 
falling off in the residential load, de- 
clared President Frank D. Comerford 
to officers of the Brotherhood of Edison 
Workers, which is made up of Boston 
Edison employees, in a statement last 
week. 

In the New England area the drop 
in the use of electricity during the past 
three months has been unprecedented, 
Mr. Comerford said. To meet the sit- 
uation every effort must be made to 
reduce operating costs, he declared, and 
asked the cooperation of all employees 
in this direction. 

“With tax rates increasing very sub- 
stantially, the fuel costs going up be- 
cause of government regulation, the 
savings must come in other directions,” 
Mr. Comerford said. “Interest charges 
are as low as can be expected. Return 
to investors on their Boston Edison 
stock now averages less than 5 per cent 
on money actually paid in. To obtain 
new capital when expansion is neces- 
sary an adequate return to investors 
must be retained.” 


Fleet Operators to Meet 


The transportation and maintenance 
activity of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers is holding a regional meet- 
ing for public utility fleet operators in 
Cleveland, Ohio, April 28-29, at the 
Hotel Statler. A program of general 
and timely interest is being prepared. 
Among the subjects to be discussed are: 
“Present and Future Trends in Public 
Utility Truck Bodies and Equipment,” 
by Paul E. Hawkins, Baker-Rauling 
Company, and N. P. Larsen, American 
Coach & Body Company; “Some Inter- 
esting Facts About TVA,” by F. A. 
Newton, Commonwealth & Southern 
Corporation; “Application of Truck 
Chassis to Public Utility Use,” by T. €. 
Smith, American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, and “Engine Deposits 
—Cause and Effect,” by Fred Heinlein, 


Cincinnati Gas & Electric Company. 


Rural Hearing Postponed 


Another adjournment of a hearing 
in the state of Michigan’s suit against 
the Consumers Power Company for an 
injunction restraining the utility from 
extending rural power lines without 
consent of the Utilities Commission 
has been agreed upon by attorneys for 
the state and the utility. A  stipula 
tion filed in the Ingham County Cir- 
cuit Court in Lansing provided for 
postponement of the hearing. 


EvecrricaL Wortp # March 5. 1938 
















THESE REASONS WHY ENGINEERS ARE RECOMMENDING 
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\-fOR PERMANENCE 


I-M Fibre Conduit is high in tensile 
strength, low in water absorption, neu- 
tral both as to acidity and alkalinity. For 
these reasons it will serve indefinitely. 


Vor PROTECTION 


Tight joints keep water out. Smooth in- 
side surfaces prevent insulation damage. 


V for ECONOMY 


Low initial cost, low maintenance, long 
service life are time-proved characteris- 


tics of L-M Fibre Conduit. Less breakage TE 


in transit and during installation is an ny 
additional saving insured by the high me- 
chanical strength of L-M Fibre Conduit. 
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These are big reasons why L-M Fibre Conduit 
will protect your underground service relia- 
bly, economically . . . for many years. Heavy 
and Thin Walls...all standard lengths. Prompt 
delivery from well stocked storage yards. 
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Soibelman Syndicate 

BOULDER DAM POWER-—Stringing cable on transmission 
towers for new line to carry power from Boulder Dam to 

Los Angeles. The Cali- 

fornia Congressional 

group is seeking lower 

power rates from the 

government’s project 


IES. LAMP—R. B. 
Brown, Jr., head of 
Boston Edison’s illu- 
minating engineering 
division, receiving the 
3,000,000th I.E.S. lamp 


from Louis Neuwirth, Soibelman Syndi 


CABLE WINDER—More than 13,000,000 Ib. of raw copper was used in mant 
facturing the 266 miles of special ten-segment hollow cable for Boulder Dam-Le 
Angeles line. The cable is made by drawing segments through the die whit 
assembles the segments into the hollow cable. It was strung on 2.695 tower 


sales manager Mutual 
Sunset Lamp Manv- 
facturing Co. 


YOUNG ENGINEERS—Fifty-six employees of Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc., system" 

panies, most of whom are 30 years or younger, have enrolled in the new two-year engineering tt 

course. The lectures and field inspections are designed to give an opportunity to learn more abot 
company than every-day working conditions provide 





a” 
Syndic 
n man 
Jam-Le 
e whit) 
» tower 


system 
ing tral 
- abort 


—~éiie 
ol 
ea 
er 


Westinghouse 

RNACES FOR FORD—Recent addition of twelve bell- 

furnaces at Ford Motor Rouge plant brings the total 

88 and makes this the world’s largest battery of cylin- 

ul bell-type furnaces. Used for bright annealing coiled 

p, the furnaces have a capacity of about 600 tons per 
day and a total connected load of 8,510 kw. 


¥ HYDRO-ELECTRIC PLANT—Cumberland County 

er & Light’s new power station on the Saco River, 

, Me, known as the Cataract station, is scheduled to 

nto operation shortly. Right—-Control house just above 

Cataract station and the 14.000-kva. outdoor substation 

tying the plant into the local distribution system and 
e company’s 22-kv. and 38-kv. transmission circuits 
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DISPLAY ROOM—Tampa (Florida) Electric recently opened new electric kitchen 
and party rooms in its major offices in Tampa, Winter Haven and at Plant City. 
Used for semi-weekly cooking classes, maid’s cooking schools, they are available 


for use by women’s groups and clubs as meeting headquarters 
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NIOCRATOS aoe 


IN THE CAUSE 
OF BETTER SERVICE 


Proper planning enables our Electric Utilities to provide their 


excellent service in time to meet the increasing public demand. 
In the same manner, the equipment manufacturers anticipate 
the demands of every part of the plant. This is accomplished by 
laboratory research....Okonite-Callender is always ready with 
the cable equipment to meet new service demands. Its facilities, 


too, are constantly functioning in the cause of Better Service. 




















Output, 8% under 1937, still 
exceeds all previous years’— 
Middle Atlantic firmest 


Continuing the general downward 
movement which has characterized the 
operations of the electric light and 
power industry since the middle of 
January, production during the week 
ended February 26 declined 1.4 per 
cent from the preceding week to 2,031.- 
412,000 kw.-hr., according to the Edi- 
son Electric Institute. While this 
figure is 8 per cent under the output 
for the like period a year ago it is 4.5 
per cent above 1936 and above all 
other years by much wider margins. 

A decline at this season is a normal 
feature of the output curve. In the 
present instance it has amounted to 5.0 
per cent compared with the January 
peak, against 2.5 per cent in 1937, 1.5 
in 1936, 3.0 per cent in 1935. 

Operations were nearest to the 1937 
level in the Middle Atlantic, West 
Central and Pacific regions, where the 
disparity ranged from 1.3 to 3.5 per 
cent. 

The decrease in the Central Indus- 
trial region was the largest in any 
region in the present recession. New 
England also remains low. 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw-Hr. 
1938 1937 1936 


Feb. 26..2,031 Keb. 27...2,207 eb. 21...1,942 
Feb. 19..2,059 Feb. 20...2,212 Feb. 14...1,950 
Feb. 12..2,052 Feb. 13...2,200 Feb. 7...1,952 
Feb. 5..2,082 Feb. 6...2,201 Feb. 1...1,962 
Jan. 29..2,099 Jan. 30...2,215 Jan. 25...1,956 
Jan, 22..2,109 Jan. 23...2,257 Jan. 18.. 17950 
Jan. 15..2,115 Jan. 16...2,264 Jan. 11...1,971 


Energy Production Declines 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


Region “ Keb.26 Feb.19 Feb. 12 

New England....... —11.0 —10.3 -11.3 
Middle Atlantic..... — 1.3 — 2.1 — 2.4 
Central Industrial... —14.9 —13.8 —13.4 
West Central....... — 3.4 — 0.2 - 1.9 
Southern States..... — 5.0 — 3.9 — 4.0 
Rocky Mountain.... —12.9 — 8.7 — 7.4 
RR SRE — 3.5 - 1.6 — 3.6 
United States... — 8.0 — 6.9 — 6.7 





Consolidated Opens: 
Appliance Campaign 


Tying in with the “Your Residential 
Electric Bill Is Worth Money to You” 
activity which began early in January, 
Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York and its affiliated companies in 
Brooklyn, Queens and Westchester will 
conduct sales campaigns during March, 
April and May on lamps, toasters, 
ironers, shavers, sandwich grills, waffle 
irons, coffee makers and_ radios. 
Selected models and makes of these 
appliances have been specially priced 
for the three-month period consider- 
ably below previously — established 
prices. Eight manufacturers and more 
than 800 appliance dealers will co- 
operate in the campaign. 

In accordance with the company’s 
co-operative merchandising plan, orders 
taken in company showrooms will be 
referred to approved appliance dealers. 
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The customer presenting his monthly 
bill to the dealer will be allowed a 
cash credit of % cent for every kilo- 
watt-hour of electricity used toward 
the purchase of any appliance, up to 
25 per cent of the price. 

The manufacturers taking part in 
this activity include the Railley Cor- 
poration, Siléx Company, General 
Electric Company, Manning-Bowman 
& Company, Proctor Electric Company, 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company, Philco, and Packard 
Lektro-Shaver Company. 


TVA Signs New Contracts 


Approval of power contracts with 
the cities of Clarksville, Etowah and 
Lewisburg, Tenn., and Albertville, 
Ala., has been announced by TVA. 
This brings to a total of 30 the number 
of cities with contracts for the pur- 
chase of wholesale surplus power from 
the Authority’s navigation and flood 


control dams. Eighteen of these muni- 
cipalities are now receiving service 
from the Authority. 


Guard Against Added Taxes 
in Puget Sound Power Rate 


Protection against added or in- 
creased taxes is the effect of a clause 
in Puget Sound Power & Light Com- 
pany’s new rate for wholesale power to 
rural cooperative associations. 

Effective February 28, the rate pro- 
vides for proportionate allocation of 
taxes on generation, transmission or 
sale of power or the conduct of utility 
business. Provision is made for reduc- 
tion in rates charged in case the taxes 
should be repealed or reduced. 

Under the new schedule the demand 
charge is $3 per kw.-hr. of maximum 
demand over a fifteen-minute period, 
including 200 kw.-hr. per kw., plus 
the energy charges of 1 cent per kw.- 
hr. for the next 100 kw.-hr. per kw. 
and 0.6 cent for all additional energy 
used during the month. 


Orders Preliminary Permit 


FPC has ordered a preliminary per- 
mit for the construction of a proposed 
power development on the Salamonie 
River in Wabash and Huntington 
Counties, Ind., issued to the Acme En- 
gineering Service, Inc., Hert Wayne, 
Ind., for the period of#one’ year. The 
action was taken upon a finding by the 
commissian that the interests of inter- 
state’ <étmerce would be affected. by 
the proposed construction. 

The project involves two power 
plants the installed capacity of which 
has tentatively been set by the appli- 
cant at 2,000 hp. In granting the ap- 
plication the commission overruled for- 
mal protests against the proposal filed. 
by the Northern Indiana Public Serv- 
ice Company and the Indiana Service 
Corporation. 

* 


Gets Boulder Dam Power 


Secretary Ickes of the Department of 
the Interior has announced completion 
of a contract with the Citizens Utility 
Company of Minneapolis, Minn., which 
operates the power system serving 
Kingman County, Ariz., by which the 
company may buy 50,000,000 kw.-hr. 
annually from the Boulder Dam Power 
plant until December 31, 1954. The 
company will pay the regular price for 
firm energy at Boulder Dam, 1.63 mills 
per kilowatt-hour, and the revenues 
from the contract, if the maximum al- 
lowable is taken, would amount to 
$81,500 a year. 
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Dr. R. E. Doherty Awarded 
Lamme Medal by A.I.E.E. 


The 1937 Lamme Medal of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers has been awarded to Dr. Robert 
E. Doherty, president Carnegie Insti- 
tute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pa., 





“for his extension of the theory of 
alternating-current machinery, his skill 
in introducing that theory into prac- 
tice and his encouragement of young 
men to aspire to excellence in this 


field.” The medal and certificate will 
be presented to him at the annual 
summer convention of the Institute, 
which is to be held in Washington, 
D. C., in June. 

Dr. Doherty is widely known in the 
electrical engineering field and is en 
authority on technical education. Fol- 
lowing graduation from the University 
of Illinois he became a student engi- 
neer with General Electric. Upon 
completing his period of training he 
was appointed designing engineer for 
alternating-current machinery by that 
company. In 1918 he became assistant 
to Dr. C. P. Steinmetz. He was ap- 
pointed consulting engineer for the 
General Electric Company in 1923 and 
after two years in that capacity he 
was selected to organize the advanced 
course in engineering offered by the 
company. He was also given the re- 
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ABOUT 


sponsibility for 
among the young college graduates 
that were employed and trained by 


educational work 


G. E. In 1931 Yale University called 
him to its faculty as professor of elec- 
trical engineering. Two years later he 
was selected to head Yale’s School of 
Engineering, a position he held until 
1936, when he received the appoint- 
ment to Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

Dr. Doherty is active in the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers 
and in the Society for the Promotion 
of Engineering Education. He has 
written extensively about the two fields 
in which he is most active, electrical 
engineering and engineering education. 


> Frank D. Comerroro, president of 
Boston Edison Company and _ chair- 
man of the board of the New England 
Power Association, has been elected a 
director of the Liberty Mutual Insur- 
ance Company, Boston. 


> H. A. Harvey has been appointed 
vice-president of the USL Battery Cor- 
poration in full charge of activities at 
the Niagara Falls plant. He succeeds 
R. T. Pierson, resigned. Mr. Harvey 
has been associated with the USL 
Company since 1912. 


> Douctas H. Rosertson has been 
appointed British Columbia branch 
manager of the Cangdian General 
Electric Company with headquarters 
in Vancouver to succeed the late 
George Wright. Joining the Manitoba 
Power Company in 1921, Mr. Robert- 
son became associated with the 
Winnipeg Electric Company a year 
later, and in 1924 joined the Winnipeg 
staff of the Canadian General Electric 
Company, Ltd. In 1926 he was trans- 
ferred to the Vancouver office, where 
he has remained since that time. Mr. 
Robertson served on the B. C. com- 
mittee of the Canadian Electric Code. 
He is a member of the Vancouver 
Electric Club and of the local branch 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 


PEOPLE 


Consolidated Units Assign 
New Administrative Duties 


Directors of New York & Queens 
Electric Light & Power Company have 
elected Harold C. Dean, vice-president, 
as vice-president and assistant to the 
vice-chairman of the board. He takes 
the place as local administrative officer 
of the company which had been held 
by the late Lawrence A. Coleman, 
executive vice-president. A. Augustus 
Low, vice-president of Consolidated 
Edison Company and of Brooklyn Edi- 
son Company, Inc., was elected vice- 
president of the Queens company also. 

Brooklyn Edison Company has elected 
Walter P. Holcombe, vice-president, as 
vice-president and assistant to the vice- 
chairman of the board. Mr. Holcombe 
becomes the local administrative officer 
of the company in place of Mr. Low, 
who was elected a vice-president of 





© Bachrach 


Consolidated Edison Company, the 
parent company, last May. 

Mr. Dean has held responsible posi- 
tions in the public utility field ‘or 
nearly thirty years. Following gradua- 
tion from the University of Illinois in 
1909, he spent six years in engineering 
and on construction projects for te 
Commonwealth Edison Company, P1b- 
lic Service Company of Northern !!- 
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linois, Sanitary District of Chicago, 
Chicago Civil Service Commission and 
the Department of Gas and Electricity 
of the city of Chicago. He joined the 
New York & Queens utility in 1916. 
He served as general superintendent, 
was in charge of all the engineering, 
construction and technical activities of 
the company, was elected vice-president 





W. P. Holcombe 


in 1934 and the following year was 
elected to the board of directors and 
to the executive committee. 

Mr. Holcombe is a member of the 
board of directors and of the executive 
committee of the Brooklyn Edison 
Company and has been in charge of 
purchasing and transportation activ- 
ities for the past twelve years. He has 
been associated with electric utility, 
manufacturing and contracting com- 
panies throughout his business career. 
He joined the Brooklyn Edison Com- 
pany in 1920; in 1926 he was elected 
vice-president in charge of purchasing 
and transportation and in 1935 was 
named to the board of directors. 

* 


> Witttam S. McCrea, Jr., cost and 
rating engineer for the Tacoma, Wash., 
Public Utilities Department, has 
resigned. 


> i. Winter, technical assistant, Cana- 
dian Electrical Association, has re- 
signed to become associated with the 
Montreal Engineering Company, Ltd. 


> james H. Linton of Lexington, Mo., 
has been appointed general counsel 
of the State Public Service Commis- 
sion by Governor Stark. His term will 
expire in 1943. 


>. N. Nicntincate, formerly elec- 
trical engineer with the Department 
of Public Utilities, Tacoma, Wash., 
has been appointed chief engineer of 
the department. There has been no 
one in the department holding the 
title of chief engineer since Lilewel- 
lyn Evans left the department to join 
the TVA a few years ago. 
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Utah Power & Light Makes 


New Executive Assignments 


Following the death of vice-president 
and commercial manager P. M. Parry, 
new positions have been assigned offi- 
cials of the Utah Power & Light Com- 
pany, according to President G. M. 
Gadsby, who recently announced such 
managerial changes. 

J. A. Hale, vice-president, will as- 
sume executive direction of commer- 
cial power productions and transmis- 
sion departments of the power com- 
pany and will be relieved of direction 
of the Utah Light & Traction Company. 

George B. Thomas, vice-president, 
will assume executive direction of the 
transportation department of the trac- 
tion company, succeeding Mr. Hale in 
this position, and R. H. Jones, power 
company treasurer, will assume full 
direction of the treasury and account- 
ing departments. 

Dr. Adam S. Bennion, assistant to 
the president, will assume additional 
duties with respect to personnel and 
promotion of the public service activi- 
ties of the company. 

R. H. Ashworth will assume the 
duties of general superintendent of 
the power company with supervision 
over the company’s divisional organiza- 
tion, rates and statistical departments. 

Reassignment of duties among pres- 
ent officers and departments without 
addition to the executive staff is done 
to accomplish greater economy in ad- 
ministration costs, Mr. Gadsby stated. 


P Ratpw T. SMALLEY, formerly vice- 
president and director of the Wash- 
ington Gas & Electric Company and 
manager of its Longview, Wash., divi- 
sion, has left that company to become 
vice-president and general manager of 


the Arizona Edison Company, Douglas, 
Ariz. 


> J. W. SuHeary, for the past seven 
years superintendent of the Decatur 
district of the Alabama Power Com- 
pany, has been promoted to the capac- 
ity of assistant superintendent of the 
northern division in Huntsville. 


> W. P. ZimmMeRMAN has been pro- 
moted by the Owens-Illinois Glass 
Company to the position of general 
manager of the industrial and struc- 
tural products division with headquar- 
ters at Toledo, Ohio. Mr. Zimmer- 
man entered the glass business at 
Muncie, Ind., in 1920 as sales man- 
ager of the Hemingray Glass Com- 
pany. When Hemingray merged with 
Owens-Illinois in 1933 Mr. Zimmer- 
man was made assistant plant man- 
ager, but before the end of the year 
had been promoted to the plant man- 
agership. During the ensuing period, 


in collaboration with Minot Holmes, 
engineer, Mr. Zimmerman fostered 
many improvements in the glass com- 
munication and low-voltage insulators, 
including the type with brass bushing 
molded in. 


OBITUARY 


P Hucn Lestey, manager operating 
department, Electric Storage Battery 
Company, Philadelphia, died February 
10 at his home in Philadelphia in his 
seventy-second year. Mr. Lesley was 
associated with the Electric Storage 
Battery Company for 43 years. 


> Wituiam P. Bairp, who retired last 
year after 46 years association with 
Montreal Light, Heat & Power Con- 
solidated and affiliated companies, died 
suddenly January 30, in his sixty-eighth 
year. Mr. Baird was connected with 
the beginnings of electrical distribution 
in Montreal prior to the turn of the 
century. 


> Leo BRANDENBURGER, well-known 
manufacturers’ representative of Salt 
Lake City, died suddenly, February 
11, while vacationing at Long Beach, 
Calif. From 1904 to 1912 Mr. Bran- 
denburger was distribution engineer 
of the Telluride Power Company and 
the next two years he spent in the 
engineering department of the Utah 
Power & Light Company. He estab- 
lished his own business in 1914 as 
sales representative for various manu- 
facturers of utility equipment. 


P Isaac F. Baker, formerly general 
superintendent of the West Lynn and 
River Works of the General Electric 
Company and one of the best-known 
industrial plant engineers in the East, 
died at his home in Lynn, Mass., Feb- 
ruary 17. Mr. Baker was born in 
Birmingham, England, 87 years ago 
and came to this country as a boy. 
He entered the Lynn factory as a 
young man and until his retirement in 
1930 was engaged in plant engineering 
activities as distinguished from _pro- 
duction. 


> Epwin P. Harper, veteran electrical 
engineer of the Buffalo, Niagara & 
Eastern Power Company, died Febru- 
ary 14 at his home in Buffalo in his 
sixty-sixth year. Mr. Harder was born 
in Catawissa, Pa., and was graduated 
from the Pennsylvania State College. 
After a connection with the New York 
Edison Company he went to Buffalo in 
1901 as an electrical engineer for the 
Cataract Power Company which was 
later merged with Buffalo, Niagara & 
Eastern. Mr. Harder was a member 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 
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Better Business Seen 
by Westinghouse Head 


President Bucher’s Optimism 
Based in Large Part on 
Trend in New Orders 


Prospects of a moderate business im- 
provement over the next few months 
is seen by George H. Bucher, newly 
elected president of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. Bucher declared that his op- 
timism was based in large part on 
inquiries for equipment and on a slight 
improvement in incoming orders over 
the past few weeks. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Bucher 
that the rapid decline in Westinghouse’s 
business was arrested in the early 
months of this year and since has flat- 
tened out on a level plane. Foreign 
business, he said, still shows promise 
and is holding close to the high level 
of last year. 

Although the consumer goods busi- 
ness, such as refrigerators, irons and 
other household electrical appliances, 
declined before the drop in the capital 
goods business, Mr. Bucher pointed out 
that unfilled orders are high in the capi- 
tal goods line. He said that this repre- 
sented in a large part central public 
utility equipment. 

Still classified as unfilled orders is a 
large volume of heavy utility equipment 
which has been ordered, but on which 
delivery has been deferred. It is ex- 
pected that shipment of these orders 
will be made when a more definite 
clarification is made of government 
competition, as well as other utility 
questions. 


G.E. Veterans Increase 


Ranks of General Electric’s Quar- 
ter Century Club were increased by 
nearly 250 new members in January. 
A majority are in the Schenectady 
works, where 215 officially joined the 
organization of veterans each with 
25 years or more of service. Pitts- 
field works contributed eight new 
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members and various district offices 
and the International General Electric 
Company added four more. The Quar- 
ter Century Club now has more than 
6,000 members throughout many fac- 
tories and offices of the company. 


e 
Electric Truck Shipments 


Domestic shipments of electric in- 
dustrial trucks and tractors during 
January, 1938, as reported by ten man- 
ufacturers representing the entire in- 
dustry, totaled 89, as against 138 dur- 
ing December and 146 during January, 
1937, according to the Department of 
Commerce. 

. 


Stock Sale Plan Revised 


Stockholders of the Knapp-Monarch 
Company at a recent special meeting 
approved a plan to revise the previ- 
ously authorized stock sale. The new 
plan calls for the sale of 24,351 com- 
mon shares, a reduction of 50 per cent 
from the previous proposal and a de- 
crease in the sale price from $15 to 
$11 a share. 


AND MARKETS 


DETROIT SHOW—Record-breaking attendance greeted the recent three-day electric! 


Factory Executives 
Attend Detroit Show 


The electrical show recently held in 
Detroit by the Electrical Manufacturers 
Representatives Association broke all 
previous attendance records, according 
to C. G. Odell, advertising and sales 
promotion manager of Dongan Electric 
Manufacturing Company. 

The three-day show was considered 
highly successful from all points of 
view, with exhibitors well pleased. At- 
tendance averaged more than 2,000 a 
day, admission being limited by in- 
vitation. The record attendance was 
built up from trade classes, Mr. Odell 
said, including maintenance men from 
industry, electrical contractors, elec- 
trical wholesalers and their salesmen, 
state inspectors, architects and consult- 
ing engineers and a few chosen trade 
school groups taken through in classes. 
Guests were registered from practically 
every city and town of Michigan and 
some from Ohio and Indiana. Many 
factory executives from distant cities 
attended the show. 

It is estimated that both members 


show staged in Detroit by the Electrical Manufacturers Representatives Association. 
Members and non-members of the association invested about $50,000 in the show 
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and non-members of the association had 
invested about $50,000 to put on the 
show. 

* 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have made the following assignments 
to their sales staffs: 


Manning, Maxwell & Moore, Inc., has 
appointed Malcolm Black district sales 
manager of a newly created south central 
district with headquarters at Tulsa, Okla. 

Graybar Electric’ Company has recently 
taken on the complete line of Hotpoint 
major appliances for the entire state of 
Alabama and western Florida. Merchan- 
dising operation of this line is headed by 
E. G. Walker. The company has recently 
opened an office in Springfield, Mass. 
E. R. Howe, who since 1936 has covered 
the Springfield and western Massachusetts 
territory for Graybar, is now resident sales- 
man in charge of the Springfield house. 
Late in 1937 the Boston office completed 
the details of taking on the line of 
Stewart-Warner radios and refrigerators 
in the Boston territory. Samuel B. Levaur, 
recently appointed manager of the major 
appliance department at Boston, has been 
put in full charge of the Stewart-Warner 
activities. 

Sola Electric Company has recently ap- 
pointed Marsh Sales Agency, Los Angeles, 
as their representative in southern Cali- 
fornia, and Frank D. Fagan Company, San 
Francisco, as representative in northern 
California. 


* 
Frigidaire Range Shown 


Frigidaire division of General Motors 
Corporation introduced its new line of 
electric ranges at a sales meeting held 
recently at the Auditorium Theatre. 
Chicago, attended by 2,500 dealers and 
salesmen from this area. L. F. Skutt, 
sales manager for Frigidaire in this 
area, said he was confident that re- 
frigerator sales this year would equal 
those of 1937. 

* 


Expects Business Upturn 


Notice has been given to some of the 
white-collar workers of Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company to 
take their vacations before August 1, 
the expectation being that a turn in 
business will come before that time 
and that no vacations will be allowed 
after that date. 





New York Metal Prices 


Feb. 21,1938 Mar. 2, 1938 
Cents per Cents per 


Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic. ... 10.00* 10.00* 
Lead Am. S. & R. price. 4.50 4.50 
Antimony............ 13.75 13.75 
Nickel ingot.......... 35.00 35.00 
DN Mss cosy bs 5.10 5.10 
mun Straits. .......... 42.25 41.75 
Aluminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
0 
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Field Reports on Business 


Underlying factors in the general business situation are beginning to shape 
up for a good revival of trade. Electrical manufacturers report business is 
slow in the equipment lines, but volume of inquiries increasing. Trade is 


about holding its own at present levels. 


NEW YORK 


The most encouraging phase of the busi- 
ness situation is that the volume of trade 
is holding present levels with signs of a 
slight pick-up. Report of the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of New York shows electrical 
appliance sales for January 14.9 per cent 
under the like period last year. Stocks 
on hand were down 2.8 per cent. Reports 
from outlets indicate that February sales 
were about at the January level. 

During the past week household fur- 
nishings, including electrical appliances, 
were in greater demand, with the volume 
of inquiries showing a steady increase. 

Wholesale trade is still slow in many 
lines, although encouraging signs are being 
seen by many concerns. Electrical manu- 
facturers report that they still have a 
good volume of heavy equipment orders. 

Uncertainty regarding the government’s 
power program continues to hold back util- 
ity construction. The present low level 
of demand for power from industrial users 
is such that the utilities are not being hard 
pressed for additional generating capacity. 
It is felt in many quarters that a brighter 
outlook would cause the utilities to speed 
proposed installations. 

Inquiries concerning the new housing 
plan the government is sponsoring is ex- 
pected to be a material aid to the elec- 
trical business. New business is also ex- 
pected from the adequate wiring campaign 
now getting under way. The general in- 
dustrial picture, as far as underlying fac- 
tors are concerned, appears to be shaping 
up for better business in the summer and 


fall. 


CHICAGO 


Most of the manufacturers of electrical 
equipment report that sales in the Middle 
West are at the lowest point of the last 
two years. Furthermore, recent develop- 
ments in general conditions offer little 
hope of any change for the better, at 
least for the next few months. An execu- 
tive of a prominent manufacturing com- 
pany making wiring devices stated that 
it appears doubtful if any improvement 
can be expected before fall. 

Out of the forty manufacturers report- 
ing to the Electric Association, 33 show 
a decline in net sales in January from 
the same month in 1937. Central station 
purchases continue at a low ebb. Reflect- 
ing the uncertainty of the Administra- 
tion’s attitude, construction work is prac- 
tically at a standstill. In addition the 
power output declines a little further each 
week. 

Inquiry among the large department 
stores reveals the same discouraging con- 
ditions. Retail trade is far below last year 
as sales have fallen sharply during the 
past few weeks. Enforced employee lay- 
offs are scheduled for March in a number 
of stores. 

One of the few businesses which showed 
a gain last month was the use of tele- 
phones, which increased 41,920 over the 
same month last year. Electric ranges 
installed were also above a year ago. Air- 


conditioning installations, however, de- 
clined approximately 20 per cent. 


NEW ENGLAND 


As yet the electrical market exhibits no 
definite forward trend, according to reports 
received during the past week from this 
district. Heavy electrical machinery is 
receiving only casual interest; a few pump- 
ing projects, however, are on the boards 
awaiting authorizations from municipal- 
ities which will bring these plans to a 
head soon in the forthcoming March town 
meetings. 

Small motor orders are lagging and this 
dullness is reflected in scattered orders 
for small switch and control apparatus. Re- 
cently the Allen Manufacturing Company, 
Hartford, Conn., purchased its second Ajax 
electrically heated salt bath having a 
capacity of 480 small parts per hour. 
Lighting equipment for parks and _ play- 
grounds is coming to the fore with the 
increased attention being given to these 
systems by the municipalities and the fa- 
vorable attitude on the part of govern- 
ment aid bureaus. 

Merchandise sales are spotty. One 
distributor notes more inquiries for elec- 
tric ranges on the part of prospective 
home builders, but as yet few sales are 
recorded. A moderate revival in New 
Bedford, Mass., is noted in an upward 
turn of purchased power consumption. 
The refrigerator department of the East 
Springfield plant of the Westinghouse Com- 
pany has increased the number of em- 
ployees and stepped up its production. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Business improved sufficiently during the 
last week of February to strengthen con- 
fidence for the next quarter, though it is 
based upon factors and contracts rather 
than upon actual billing. Major appliance 
purchases by consumers are still cautious, 
but dealers are buying better than they 
did last year and the refrigerator advertis- 
ing and sales efforts for the usual March, 
April and May campaign months are on 
a larger scale and are confidently expected 
to produce a better volume. 

Industrial business is featured by a 
$1,732,000 contract covering the General 
Petroleums Torrance refinery and the elec- 
trical contract for the $6,000,000 Union 
Station at Los Angeles. A $1,000,000 plant 
for the Coca-Cola people is to be built in 
San Francisco. Much spring recondition- 
ing of fruit packing plants is contem- 
plated and sales include several 200-hp. 
motors. A $1,500,000 department store 
and office building is planned for early 
construction in Los Angeles and _ three 
major San Francisco structures are being 
modernized at an aggregate cost of $l,- 
000,000, with relighting planned for two 
more. 

Recent machinery purchases are smaller 
in size and are featured by several elevator 
installations averaging $5,000 each for 
several naval stations and a $10,090 award 
for General Electric carrier current tele- 
phone apparatus for Boulder power plant. 
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Electric power and light stocks advanced again during the week, the “Electrical World” 

index gaining 0.4 point. Index this week, 26.1; previous week, 25.7; year ago, 36.8. 

Utility bonds went lower during the month, “Electrical World” index losing 1.2 points. 
Bond index this month, 98.9; previous month, 100.1; year ago, 105.8 





Two Insull Trusts 
Settle Bank Suits 


Federal Judge James H. Wilkerson 
has approved a settlement under which 
banks in Chicago and in New York 
paid $4,635,088 to the trustees of Insull 
Utility Investments, Inc.. and the Cor- 
poration Securities Company. The 
settlement ends law suits through which 
creditors of the two investment trusts 
sought to recover collateral held by the 
banks for loans made to the two Insull 
companies. 

By the settlement the banks are per- 
mitted to retain the collateral pledged 
for the loans,.which included stock of 
the Commonwealth Edison Company. 
Peoples Gas, Public Service Company 
of Northern Illinois and shares of other 
underlying companies in the former 
Insull system. Under the settlement 


all bank and other claims against the 


two investment trusts are withdrawn. 


excepting noteholders and debenture- 


holder claims. 
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On the basis of the settlement it is 
estimated that debenture holders of 
Insull Utility will receive about $62.40 
on each $1,000 of face value of the 
bonds and noteholders of Corporation 
Securities will receive an estimated 
$61.50 on each $1,000 of the face 
amount. 

. 


Vote Dividends on Arrears 


A dividend of $1.12% against accu- 
mulations on the $6 cumulative pre- 
ferred stock has been voted by the 
American Power & Light Company, 
together with 9334 cents on the $5 
cumulative preferred. In the previous 
quarter similar amounts were dis- 
bursed. 

Wisconsin Power & Light Company 
has declared dividends of $1.121% a 
share on the 6 per cent and $1.3114 
on the 7 per cent preferred stocks on 
account of accumulations. 

Similar payments were made on De- 
cember 15. 


Committees Accept 
Standard Gas Plan 


Bernard W. Lynch, president of 
Standard Gas & Electric Company, last 
week presented to the United States 
District Court in Wilmington, Del., a 
modified plan of reorganization, the 
first plan that all the protective com- 
mittees concerned with formulation 
have agreed upon since the reorgan- 
ization proceedings began, nearly two 
years ago. 

The modified plan calls for the ad- 
vancement of a program for the reduc- 
tion of the company’s funded debt 
promptly after the conclusion of the 
reorganization proceedings now pend- 
ing in the court, said refunding to be 
carried out in a manner “conforming 
to existing conditions.” 

The option agreement in its former 
plan was withdrawn; by this agree- 
ment holders of the company’s 6 per 
cent notes and debentures were to be 
offered, in exchange, new 41% per cent 
debentures, plus certain stocks of the 
Philadelphia Company, San Diego 
Consolidated Gas & Electric Company 
and Pacific Gas & Electric Company. 


Issues Preferred Shares 


Priced at $97 a share flat, an addi- 
tional issue of 10,000 shares of Cum- 
berland County Power & Light Com- 
pany 514 per cent cumulative preferred 
stock has been offered by a group of 
investment houses headed by H. H. 
Payson & Company of Portland, Me., 
which is acting as agent for the com- 
pany in the sale of this stock. Upon 
the sale of these shares, which have a 
par value of $100 a share, there will 
be outstanding a total of $2,000,000 
par value of the 5% per cent cumu- 
lative preferred stock. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 


Net Income 
1938 1937 
*Common. & South. 
i ae $14,619,485 $13,906,733 
*Pub. Serv. Corp. 
of N. J. and subs. 36,513,273 38,541,839 


1937 1936 
7Cities Service and . 
NM: 5500s oe suaw $9,139,471 $6,965,506 
7Cons. Edison Co. a 
OC Ty. 35 Wace. 35,662,563 37,398,870 


*#Duquesne Light.. 10,095,050 9,797 ,325 
+Philadelphia Co. - 

See 7,743,160 8,117 , 059 
+New Bedford Gas 


& Edison Lt..... 938 , 569 1,071,812 
+New England G. 

& E. Assn. and a 

Es | aebasesesnes 324,757 417,568 
*+Virginia Pub. 

Serv. and subs... 929 ,382 966, 441 
+Tide Water Power 128 ,158 168,171 
+Pennsylvania Elec- eo 

CEES coc. ekcwues 1,685,779 1,485.56: 


*Twelve months ended January 31. 
+Twelve months ended December 31. 
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Exectric Water Heater—Hynes & Cox 
Electric Corporation, Albany, N. Y., is of- 
fering the “Little Wonder” electric water 
heater, which was designed at the sug- 
gestion of two utilities wanting a low-cost, 
small-capacity heater to help build up low- 
income customers. It is intended to be 





hung over the kitchen sink; attached cord 
is plugged into a 115-volt outlet. Rated 
at 1,400 watts, the heater uses a strap-on 
type heating element and has a capacity 
of 1144 gal. Thermostat is set to maintain 
water temperature at 150 deg., shutting 
off the heating element when the water 
reaches this temperature. Inlet water 


hose of heater is attached to cold water 
supply. 


INTERCHANGEABLE SwitcH—Designed es- 
pecially for the small home market, new 
residence type interchangeable switches 
have been brought out by the Bryant Elec- 
tric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. It may 
be combined with any of the switch, out- 
let or pilot combinations in this com- 
pany’s line to provide a low-cost, compact 
combination for small home service, ac- 
cording to the makers. Single-pole and 
three-point types are offered; ratings are 
10 amp., 125 volts; 5 amp., 250 volts. 


SAFEGUARDING METAL Surraces — For 
protecting highly polished, painted, plated 
or duco-finished metal surfaces from 
scratches, dulling or tarnishing during 
Storage, handling. fabrication and transit, 
the Haydn F. White Company, 415 New- 
man-Stern Building, Cleveland, Ohio, offers 
a liquid known as “Protex.” This is 
brushed or sprayed on the surface to be 
protected and is then preferably covered 
with kraft paper. Liquid is said to set 
quickly to a moisture-proof, coherent, 
tough skin which is opaque to light and 
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a good insulator of low-voltage electric 


current. Skin readily peels off with the 
paper. 


Remote Controts—Latest method of 
remote control for gates, sliding doors, 
garage doors and traffic signals from a 
rapidly moving vehicle is that offered by 
Selectron Company, Inc., 5525 Sunset 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif. Two con- 
trol units are used; one is attached to 
the car from which control is desired. 
the other is permanently located under 
the pavement. As the car nears the buried 
unit, pressing a button on the dashboard 
energizes the operating coil. An electrical 
impulse is transmitted through the unit 
in the pavement to the motor-driven appa- 
ratus which operates the gates, traffic 
lights or garage lights. 


Watt-Hour Meter Tester—Equipment 
announced by the Standard Electric Time 
Company, Springfield. Mass., for testing 
the accuracy of rotating standards is of 
the photo-electric type. Seconds impulses 
are obtained from the master clock move- 
ment by a slotted aluminum vane _at- 
tached to the verge staff and oscillating 
between the hooded light source and the 
photo-electric cell. Light is admitted to 
the cell only when the pendulum is at 
the center of its swing. Bench control 
unit consists of an impulse-operated mech- 
anism, switches and binding posts mounted 
on a Bakelite panel. System may be fur- 





nished to operate from 115 volts, a.c., 25 
to 133 cycles, and from 115 volts d.c.; 
timing circuit draws about 45 watts; instru- 
ment is made with two ranges, totalizing 
to 2,500 seconds or to 5,000 seconds. 


Neon TrarFFic Licut—Vertical red and 
green neon tubes replace the more familiar 
incandescent lamps in the traffic signal in- 
vented by Arthur D. Johns, Jr., 3425 
Regent Street, Burnaby, British Columbia. 
In addition, an indicator shows how much 


longer the signal has to operate before 
switching occurs. A further feature of 
the signal is the control box. According 
to the inventor, complete installation, con- 
sisting of four units and control box to 
an intersection, will be considerably 
cheaper than present types, and operation 
cost of the light will be reduced 80 per 
cent with this signal. 


Potaroi Licutinc Unit—The first 
Polaroid lighting unit has been announced 
by Polaroid Lighting, Inc., West Haven, 
Conn., and is intended primarily for desks. 
Light from an ordinary bulb is passed 





through a sheet of this transparent mate- 
rial, which stops the horizontal waves 
which cause “glare and lets the vertical 
rays through. This glareless feature of 
the unit permits the focusing of light 
on the working plane and an even distribu- 
tion over the reading surface. 


Etectric Lamp—Save Electric Corpora- 
tion, Toledo, Ohio, has recently developed 
a new incandescent lamp it calls the 
“Natural White Sight-Saving Lamp.” By 
use of a special glass, this lamp radiates 
a white, diffused light, said to make 
shades, reflectors or other light-distributing 
devices unnecessary. The lamps are avail- 
able in sizes from 10 to 300 watts. 


Evectric Fans—New units in the 1938 
electric fan line of Wagner Electric Cor- 
poration, St. Louis, Mo., include 12- and 
16-in. pedestal fans, which supplement 
previously announced 24- and 30-in. air 
circulators. A 10-in. wall box ventilator 
for permanent installation in the walls 
of homes and a 9-in. reversible ventilating 
fan and wall box for similar service are 
other additions. 


Licutinc Fixtures—Three new lighting 
fixtures have been announced by the Glea- 
son Sales Company, 35-37 S. Desplaines 
Street, Chicago, Ill. Units take two 60- 
watt lamps; in one style, the switch may 
be installed in the center of the fixture, 
pull chain extending through the knob. 


Cort VarnisH—John C. Dolph Company, 
Newark, N. J., has developed a new type 
of synthetic gum base varnish, known as 
“Dolph’s No. 154-B Synthite Black Baking 
Varnish.” It is particularly recommended 
for use on deep-wound coils where thor- 
ough hardening may be hard to obtain, 
and on enameled wire coils to bind the 
wires together, as well as on coils that 
have been tightly wrapped with varnished 
tape. Finish provided is said to be oil- 
and water-proof. With this varnish, it is 
said, it is not necessary to give preliminary 
coats a long bake before applying another 
coat, thus cutting down on the time re- 
quired for applying several coats. 
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Los Angeles Board Awards 
Large Cable Contracts 


Los Angeles Water and Power Com- 
mission has awarded contracts for 
quantities of paper-insulated, lead- 
covered cable totaling $136,679, with 
awards distributed among four com- 
panies, as follows: 


General Cable Corporation, 20,000 ft. 
500,000-cire.mil cable, 51,000 ft. No. 4/0 
AWG and 50,000 ft. No. 1/0 AWG cable, 
all single-conductor, 600-volt, and for 12,- 
000 ft. 500,000-circ.mil, three-conductor, 
5,000-volt at $58,379. 

General Electric Company, 11,640 ft. 
500,000-circ.mil and 10,000 ft. No. 2/0 
AWG cable, both three-conductor, 5,000- 
volt, at $31,426. 

Okonite-Callender Cable Company, 50.- 
000 ft. single-conductor, 600-volt, No. 4 
AWG;; 2,500 ft. No. 2 AWG, and 2,500 ft. 
No. 6 AWG cable, both single-conductor, 
5.000-volt; 12,000 ft. 500,000-cire.mil and 
10,500 ft. No. 6 AWG cable, three-con- 
ductor, 5,000-volt, and 1,000 ft. No. 6 AWG, 
four-conductor, 5,000-volt, at $35,872. 

Habirshaw Cable Company, 1,000 ft. 
1,500,000-cire.mil, 5,000 ft.  1,000,000- 
circ.mil, and 52,000 ft. No. 6 AWG cable, 
al] single-conductor, 600-volt, at $11,002. 


Offers Oil Burner Course 


A home-study course in oil burner 
engineering is being offered by Rut- 
gers University, supplementing _ its 
already available but newly revised 
air conditioning and heating and ven- 
tilating courses. Full details may be 
obtained from Rutgers University 
Extension Division, New Brunswick, 
me de 


Home Appliance Exhibit 


The women’s division of the Electric 
Association of Chicago will conduct an 


Electrical Appliance Exposition for 
Home Makers on March 15 and 16. 
More than 3,500 reservations have al- 
ready been received for the cooking 
demonstrations, which will be a part of 
the exhibit. Eleven appliance manu- 
facturers have reserved space and six 
of these will display complete modern 
kitchens. A complete line of major 
and table appliances will be exhibited. 
The show will be held in the Chicago 
Lighting Institute. 


Stock Increase Authorized 


Stockholders of the Emerson Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Company at a 
recent meeting ratified a proposal to 
increase the authorized common 
shares from 350,000 to 500,000. It is 
proposed to deliver 37,710 shares of 
the additional stock to the St. Louis 
Trust Company, as trustee for an 
estate, in repayment of loans of a 
similar number of shares of the com- 
pany’s common stock. The balance 
of the authorized stock will be held 
in the company’s treasury. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


CHARLESTON, S. C.—South Carolina 
Power Company is arranging fund of about 
$725,000 for extensions and improvements 
in transmission and distributing lines in 
1938, of which about $406,000 will be 
used for high-tension system, including 
power substations and switching stations, 
and remainder for distribution system, 
including rural electric lines, line trans- 
formers and service facilities. Work will 
be placed under way in spring. 


Lynn, Mass.—Lynn Gas & Electric Com- 
pany plans early rebuilding of coal- 
handling plant on waterfront, recently de- 
stroyed by fire, with loss estimated close 
to $750,000, including 300-foot coal-loading 
tower and conveyor. coal-lifting machinery 
and other equipment. 


Paris, TeENN.—Has plans under way for 
main power substation for connection with 
TVA transmission lines for local distribu- 
tion. Installation will include transform- 
ers, switchgear and complete auxiliary 
equipment. Cost about $145,000. Financ- 
ing is being arranged through Federal 
aid. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALAa.—Alabama Power 
Company is arranging a fund of $1,997,000 
for extensions and replacements in trans- 
mission lines in 1938, including power 
substations. switching stations and other 
operating facilities. Also, is authorizing 
a fund of $2,140,000 for extensions in dis- 
tributing lines, a considerable part of the 
appropriation to be used for expansion in 
rural electric lines. 


KaLamMazoo, Micu.—Consumers Power 
Company, Jackson, Mich., has approved 
plans for new addition to generating sta- 
tion at Kalamazoo, estimated to cost about 
$300,000, with equipment. Work is sched- 
uled to begin soon. 


Denver, CoLo.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until March 31 for 
80 102-inch ring-seal gates and 40 sets 
of conduit linings for installation in out- 
let works at Grand Coulee power dam, 
Columbia Basin project, Grand Coulee, 
Wash. Also for three 102-inch ring-seal 
gates for power penstock at Seminoe Dam, 
Kendrick, Wyo., project. Equipment in 
both cases will be installed by Government 
(Specifications 774). 


ATLanta, Ga.—Georgia Power Company 
has authorized a fund of $3,400,000 for 
extensions and replacements in distribut- 
ing lines in 1938, including overhead and 
underground lines in city areas, additions 
to system in suburban territory with serv- 
ice facilities, and rural electric lines in 
different districts. An appropriation of 
$790,000 will be arranged for new trans- 
mission lines in various parts of system 
during the year, with power substation 
and switching stations. 


La Prata, Mo.—Will take bids soon for 
municipal power station and_ electrical 
distributing lines. Cost about $97,300. 


Financing has been arranged through Fed- 
eral aid. E. T. Archer & Company, New 
England Building, Kansas City, Mo., are 
consulting engineers. 


PensacoLa, FLa.—Gulf Power Company 
has plans under way for extensions and 
improvements in transmission and dis- 
tributing lines in different parts of terri- 
tory, including rural electric lines. Cost 
about $340,000. Fund has been authorized 
and work will be carried out in 1938. 


CLareENDON Hits, Itt.—Jordan Com- 
pany, 2630 West Arthington Avenue, Chi- 
cago, IIl., plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors, regulators and other 
equipment in new chemical-manufacturing 
plant in vicinity of Clarendon Hills, where 
company has secured a tract of about 80 
acres of land on Chicago Avenue. Plant 
will comprise a group of 22 units, with 
power house. Cost about $350,000. N. 
Ronneberg, Inc., 10 South LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, is architect and engineer. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—FElectric Power 
Board, Chattanooga, Harold C. Fiske, 
chairman will take bids soon for a quan- 
tity of oil circuit breakers for power sub- 
stations in different parts of city. Cost 
estimated close to $100,000. 


RUSSELLVILLE, ALA.—Receives bids un- 
til March 15 for a complete electrical 
distribution system, with power substa- 
tion facilities for use of TVA power and 
transmission line for connection with that 
system. Cost about $92,000. Financing 
has been arranged through Federal aid. 
Lide. & Adler, Woodward Building, Bir- 


mingham, Ala., are consulting engineers. 


PirtspurGH, Pa.—West Penn Power 
Company, Pittsburgh, has plans maturing 
for extensions in transmission lines in 
Elk, Ridgeway and neighboring townships, 
totaling about 25 miles. A number of 
secondary lines also will be built in same 
territory. Work is scheduled to begin 
soon. 


NatcHez, Miss.— Armstrong Rubber 
Company, Inc., West Haven, Conn., plans 
installation of motors, controls, conveyors, 
regulators, transformers and other power 
substation equipment, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new mill at Natchez 
for production of automobile tires for 
Sears, Roebuck & Company, Chicago, IIl., 
which will be active in project and provide 
certain financing. Buildings will be erected 
by municipality and occupied by company 
under long-term lease. Cost about $1,- 
500,000. 


Lenoir City, Tenn.—Receives bids un- 
til March 12 for construction of a munici- 
pal electrical distributing system, includ- 
ing power ‘substation unit and transmis 
sion line connection for TVA power sup- 
ply. Financing has been arranged through 
Federal aid. Campbell Wallace, Empire 
Building, Knoxville, Tenn., is consulting 
engineer. 
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